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April 18, 1973

We are talking with Miss Boyce Yarbrough, counselor at Huntington High School.
The subject: Education in the Past 42 Years. Miss Yarbrough has been teaching
for the past 42 years. Miss Yarbrough I've enjoyed speaking with you on many
occasions, and especially my visit with you several weeks ago at Huntington
High School. I am so happy you have agreed to participate in my oral history
report.
Miss Yarbrough - Mrs. Hickel I enjoyed meeting and talking with you, I'm
flattered that I was asked to participate in this report, how can I help
you?
Mrs. Hickel - Well could you g ive of a little bit of your background?
Miss Yarbrough - Well I was born in Huntington, W. Va., Cabell county.
you want to know how many years ago?

Do

Mrs. Hickel - No that's all right.
Miss Yarbrough - Uh, I was born in Huntington, W.Va., Cabell county and I attended school, schools at Miller elementary, Cammack junior high and
Huntington high school. Also I might add that I did go to, uh, Central
junior high which is now Oley junior high, for one semester while Cammack was being completed and my class from Cammack, was the first class to
graduate and go on to high school from Cammack. So, that's been a good
many years ago and now in my 42nd year of education.
Mrs. Hickel - Well you could say that you were a native of Huntington.
Miss Yarbrough - Oh yes, I was a native and in fact my, uh, mother's father, my
grandfather, uh, taught for one year at Marshall University, uh, when it
was then Marshall Academy, and he was a man of the soil and he bought a
farm and, uh, was later, uh, uh, a farmer and principle of Pleasant Valley,
uh, elementary school until his death. So you see we do sort of have a
pretty big [ inarticulate] in Cabell county.
Mrs. Hickel - I would say so. Did you, after you got your education, what
year did you graduate. From, was it a college.
Miss Yarbrough - From Marshall.
Mrs. Hickel - uh, um.
Miss Yarbrough - I graduated from Marshall College as it was then in 19 uh 31
and uh, in June 1931, then I started teaching in September in 1931. Uh, not
in Cabell county, not in Huntington, I uh, went to Kanawha county because
it was uh at the time of a depression, at the height of the de pres sion and
there were at that time, I understand, a thousand applicants for jobs in
Cabell county, and I had done my practice teaching with Mrs. Elizabeth Kuletta at Huntington_ high school in a senior class in sociology and economics and the only job that I could get in Sept. 1931 was teaching the fifth
grade at Baldwin, W.Va. which is about 5 miles above Charleston, so I, uh,
taught there for, uh, one year, and I might add that it was a very enlightening year because there had been five teachers with that one class and
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Miss Yarbrough - finally a parent who standed up the air, but, uh, that day and
time I had only 8 mos., and I taught for the big sum of $110.00 dollars a
month, I made for 8 mos., I made $880.00 for the year.
Mrs. Hickel - That would be terrible to live on something like that today.
Miss Yarbrough - Well, it was pretty bad, uh, and, and a nd certainly it was a
time, we might get into that later about the depression years, uh because
I imagine that there are were few teachers, prospective teachers, and young
teachers already in the field who would, realize the difficulty that we did
have and actually in that time, uh, so maybe later on we can get into that
phase of it, but the next year I went up to Campbells Creek to Midway junior
high, that was considered a promotion and I stayed there for almost, uh', 5
years, all totaled I was in Kanawha county about, uh, lacking 3 mos., 6 yrs.,
so then I had , after the 1937 flood, I was employed at, by Cabell county,
board of education at West junior high, and I stayed there for about 19
or 18 years, where I went to Huntington high as Dean of Girls. I was there
12 years, the next 4 years, I liked Beverly Hills junior high as assistant
principle, and I was asked back the 5th year, but I was teach2ng, I was counseling and I was doing administration and I felt that was a little bit to much so
I asked to come back to Huntington high since there was a vacancy in counseling,
so that is the story of my life up to now, educationally.
Mrs. Hickel - Well you have a very interesting [yes] life.
Miss Yarbrough - It's been very, I think, rewarding because of, uh, there have been
so many different hats that I've worn, you might say, during all these years.
Mrs. Hickel - Which one would you say was your most favorite teaching experience
of all those years?
Miss Yarbrough - Well, of course, the great many of my years , Mrs. Hickel have been
really in admin istration. Uh, as I said I taught the 5th grade and then uh
when I was at Beverly Hills I taught 2 classes of 7th grade English, Uh, and
I'm not teaching now. In talking with Mr. Griffis, Mr. Robert Griffis, who is
assistant superintendent of Cabell County schools, in charge of curriculum, uh,
the other day, he asked me, uh, which of those years, uh, which field of teaching I most enjoyed or which age and I said that several years ago I wouldn't
have said this, but from reflecting back, I told Mr. Griffis that it was toe
7th grade. Now, 7th grade is, I think, one of the hardest grades to teach, at
least I found this so because I went from senior high down into junior high
again. But as I look back on it I think there were in those two classes the
most rewarding years that I have had . Uh, of course there were problems, there
were students who didn't want to learn. Students who couldn' t sit still, you
know, 7th grade and right wiggly. But, as a whole, they were pretty great, they
weren't so sophisticated that they felt they knew aJ.l the answers.
Mrs. Hickel - What are your feelings on students today? You 're working as a counselor,
right? And you probably come in contact with quite a few.
Miss Yarbrough - Well, counseling in itself, this is one reason why I asked to go
back. I think there's no more gratifying field in education than counseling.
If we can counsel, but I have to be honest about it, I have been disappointed,
since I have been back and I'm going to say this because I hope that this does
not continue more than this past year, because there have been, I think, reasons
for this, but if you counsel, I feel, you have to have time to counsel, you

Miss Yarbrough - have to, uh, know your students, you can't uh, be a disciplanarian
and on the other hand you must teach them self-discipline, but with the entrance
of the computer scheduling, in this county, I have found that so much chronicle
work is demanded that really and truly, I have little time to sit down and do
true counseling. Now that is one reason why, I think we went into computer
scheduling, uh, to enable the counselors to have more time, because I, it takes
several years to get the bugs out of computers, and maybe by the time we get all
the bugs out, then the counselors will have time to counsel, but I have been
truly a little bit disappointed in the set up of counseling, as it is in the
high schools, the senior high schools, as of now.
Mrs. Hickel - Do you think teachers have some more problems with their paper work,
also?
Miss Yarbrough - Well in the language arts department, of course, I have seen, and
so many, and everybody else has seen great strides in curriculwn. Now, English
teachers, of course, have uh this problem of no read ers, and, uh, I, I think
they are merely at a disadvantage, uh, they should have more help, uh, if they
are to be the job they're to do but it really is, is the time has changed and
I suppose that we just have to be patience a nd maybe we will have more help in
various de partments as we go on.
Mrs. Hickel - Uh, ,-rhat was it like during the depression?
Miss Yarbrough - Well, going back, I said that it was in 1931, it was at the height
of the depression, of, as I said I taught for $110.00 dollars a month, that was
in the grade school. Now in the, uh, junior high of Lincoln high school, I
got the big sum up there of $125.00 dollars a month. The thing that was difficult was that few counties in W.Va., few boards of education were able to
get teachers a check that they could go out and cashed and many times you had
to hold your money, there would be banks, uh who would cash it for a certain
discount, if you were living at home and could afford to hold back your checks,
I couldn't afford to do this because I had to pay room and board, uh, and only
making $110.00 dollars a month that didn't leave much to give my family and,
and my family needed it badly at that time, but during the depression, the
teaching, uh, I think, people were thankful to have a job, it gave us the opportunity of earning a respectable wage. We were ever very fortunate to be
teac hing for $110.00 or $9 0.00 dollars a month, becaurse there were business men
going along the streets completely wiped out, you know, and uh, all in all it was,
it was a pretty bad time, but on the other hand, as I look back, if you weathered the storm, it made you, uh, rather a stronger person, I think that as
I have gone through the years of teaching, that perhaps my experience in the
depression years has made me more convosent of the needs of students, there are
students who have, uh, great financial need, there are students who, of course
have come from broken homes, uh, there are students who have not the opportunties,
who have illnesses -. in the family and thelike, I don't say we have to be~: have
all of these experiences to, uh, Teally be a good. teacher, uh, but I think a
good teacher must have understanding and compassion forthe troubles of others
in particularly students, and I think often times we are not aware of really the
difficulties, under· which some of our students come to school, but I, it has made
me a great deal more sensitive to other peoples' needs, and I don't regret this.
Mrs. Hickel - You talked about students, what were their attitudes compared to attitudes of our students today.
Miss Yarbrough - They were, uh, some of the students had to stop school and go work.
They had to do this, that was the main reason for dropouts, through no fault of
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Miss Yarbrough - their own, some went back and some didn't, but, uh, I think,
there was at that time a little more seriousness [inarticulate]. I think
students today, you hear this all the time, they are brighter and I think
this is true, they are more aware of things going on, they are well versed in
affairs, I'm glad the war is over. I hope that the unrest that was caused by
the war subsides, and I think it will, I think it has, but, uh, I think students today challenge more, they have better opportunities to learn, if they
wish, however I am concerned on the high school level of uh, students, who
decide upon being sixteen that they are through.
Mrs. Hickel - Do you have a good many that are like that?
Miss Yarbrough - I have in my counseling, I have a tenth grade this year, and in this
county we follow a grade through, I mean a group through, the 10th, 11th and
12th, I have been distressed at the number of students who have quit and I don't
think it's curriculum because curriculum has improved vastly, I think that if
we can hold the tenth, the ninth and tenth graders, if we can hold them, let
me say through of the 10th grade then we could keep them, I don 't mean everyone but we can, uh our holding power would be better but, uh, it seems to me that
there is still a restlessness among the students, but if they will just stay
through the 10th grade they can see offerings that they, uh, haven 't had in the
past, I mean, uh, when certainly I was going to high school and even ten years
ago, but students as a whole are , I think brighter, more aware, more challenging,
and more restless.
Mrs. Hickel - You mentioned change in curriculum, what type of change in it?
Miss Yarbrough - We have, uh, I think, it might be termed, uh, on how teaching has
improved, is that it, (uh, uh, that would be a good way to go about it) well,
students have an opportunity, as I said they're more aware and they're brighter
and they're more knowledgeable, uh, if students don't become more aware, it, uh
really, I think it's the student's fault because we have workshops for teachers
to imprive their teaching, we have the use of visual aids, which, to me, when
I was taking history for example, when I was a student, really and truly this
is terrible to say, but there were teachers who would say now take the next
pair, and get, uh, I mean, take the next 10 pages for your l esson tomorrow, and
uh, every now and then we would give a special report or we would keep one
paragraph a head of the teacher, maybe you've had classes like this? [Yes, I've
had a few like that ] Uh, there's no challenge to this, but if teachers use visual a ids, essay, or give it to them and if students respond, and uh, if teachers
attend workshops and come back and, and use teaching techniques that had been
presented, we have had team teaching, not in all the schools, but in some areas
they really do ~uite a bit of this. This is just great, uh, teachers are encouraged to improve themselves by, uh, improving their minds and at the same time
improving their minds they are increasing their college hours, as you know your
salary is based on you A.B. degree, uh, your masters degree and your masters
plus 15 hours, your masters plus 30 hours and so on and you get so much more,
so much money for each of those categories. That is an inc ent ive, certainly,
and at the same time you are helping students because you must and should improve yourself in the field in which you are tesching, so, uh, I think, that,
uh, [inarticulate] than in-service training, this is, of course, might go a long
with workshops, but we have imprives supervisory personnel, who take new teachers in and have meetings and meet individually with them and try to help them
in every way they can and then older teachers within that department, [illegible]
but, I think going back to our language arts, this perhaps is one of the most
outstanding, uh, imprivements in curriculum because now, for example, in this
county we have, uh, not just 10th graders, 7th graders or 12th graders, uh, we

Miss Yarbrough - have about uh, at Huntington high, we have about 32 or 34 offerings
that students can choose with the guidance of their English teachers, all
called language arts, but it's English, and they'll go from basic reading, those
people who cannot read well and I'm one of those that who feels that if a
student is deficient in reading he's going to be penalized not only in literature,
but he's going to be penalized in other social sciences, word problems in
math, and in science he's going to be penalized, I mean he can't get along very
well in anything and, uh, if a boy takes, uh, goes to the career center and
studies auto mechanics, for example, or refrigeration, uh or TV he has to know
how to read well and understand all these terms so we have a basic reading to
teach a student to improve their reading, we have reading techniques, we have
personalized reading and we have wa;/ up to Shakespeare seminars, major British
writers one and two, major American writers, composition one. [inarticulate]
Students do not choose until their eleventh or twelth grade a curiculum, college
[inarticulate] then they feel they can elect these other language arts, but it
is a step forward and I think that college people will say over and over,
students don't know how to write. [I found
] in graduate school, I know, that
uh, that Dr, Beard under him, I took much of my graduate work at Marshall, was
quite distressed because he said that even graduate students didn't know how
to write and uh, so it does work a hardship on the language arts teachers when
they do have so many papers to grade that they do a good job of this, we try
not to put too many in a class sot they won't be over burdened, but that I think
it is a tremendous improvement in the curriculum.
Mrs, Hickel - You've mentioned quite a few, uh do yo you see any new things that
maybe will be happening in the near future to Cabell county, or.
Miss Yarbrough - Or, unless, I, I want to pay tribute to Mr. Robert Rufus who is
as I suppose assistant superintendant of Cabell county schools in charge of
curriculum, I, uh, he is working with his committee, uh, upon really starting
their reorganization of the school system. We now have a six 33 organization
on design and, of course, that will continue to be the predominant approach to
school system organization. However, to quote from Mr. Griffis, such plans
as the 66-624-444 will become relatively more popular and prevalent. A
four year middle school, 444 plan will be placed in many junior high schools,
now it isn't the fact that the junior high teachers have failed in any way,
they've done a fine job, they're doing a fine job it's just that they fail and
it will happen here, I don't know how soon, I suppose within the next year or
so, that perhaps we will move the 9th graQe into senior high school and, uh I
think it's a very wise move and I am glad to see it and again I will quote
four reasons, and I think perhaps that new teachers, young teachers required to
teach [inarticulate] might be interested in the four reasons for moving the 9th
grade in to the senior high. Research shows that there is far less difference
in development between students of 9th and 10th grade and between those in 8th
and 9th grade and the four year seconda~y experience would be continuous rather
than broken, 3rd students entering senior high school could be expected to
have a better grasp of basic learning skills which would enable them to do work
on a more specialized curriculum in high school and 9th grade students are of
such maturity that they could profit from such athletic and social activities
of value to high school students, that they are too mature for 7th and 8th
grade students.
This tape is continued on the other side.
This is Side 2 of the tape:

Education in the Past 42 years.

Miss Yarbrough - Those are four valid reasons, he feels and we all feel, from moving
the ninth grade into the senior gigh, of course, it's going to take a lot of doin5,

Mrs. Hickel - Miss Jarbrough we've been talking about a lot of improvements that
have been happening to the education system, do you feel that the new bill
that we passed last November for a new school building will help the school
system?
Miss Yarbrough - Yes, Miss Hickel, that bill will certainly be of great value to the
building program of schools, and of course as they move throught the middle
school and perhaps the ninth grades into high school there will be various
changes within this county perhaps the present career center will be used for
in-coming ninth grade students with their 10th, 11th, and 12th and perhaps
and certainly and maybe a new career will be built within the county. But
that is in the planning stage, nothing definite has been done about that,
but I would kike to say something about another improvement, and that is as
we were talking about the career center, the career center, which is, , up,
located right next to Huntington East high school, in fact it is within the
same building, we have students from Barboursville, Milton a nd Huntington
high g oing to the career centEr for auto mechanics, for, uh, refrigeration
for, uh, electronics, for course in electricity and the like a nd they, of
course, take their academic subjects in their own high schools and then go to
the career center up on 5th and 29th street, and go in the afternoon for this,
its truly a great opportunity, there is a getting away of their ideal t9at
everybody should go to college, everybody shouldn't go to college, everybody,
I think, should go, if he feels that he must do this, but there are some who
realize themselves that they're not, that college is not for them and that
they are certainly gifted with the workings of their hands and earning and
learning the wonderful trade so they even have post graduate aqult classes at
this career center and this is all over the U.S., this movement and so this
is also a terrific improvement in curriculum, far beyond man's [inarticulate]
and I might add though that girls certainly have the opportunity of go ing out
there for stenographic and clerical courses, and they also can go there after
graduation from high school. I think of the main what we mentioned, I feel,
are the greatest improvements of curriculum.
Mrs. Hickel - Well we've mentioned curriculum, what about, uh, teachers changed?
Miss Yarbrough - Teachers, I think have changed, teachers as we have spoken, you,
and I, hve this evening, have certainly opportunities to, uh, opportunities to
improve their minds but, uh, there is within the teaching group an unrest over
the country there are those who are fighting for negotiations. Some negotiations
might result in the end in strikes, but uh these people who are involved in this
controversy are sincere and sure, they are fighting more for recognition,
equalization and the like, their differences of opinion are always good but
sometimes, I think, we should sit down and think judicially about these matters of negotiations and how it will affect us as educators in the future and
how it will affec t us, boys and girls, teachers are dedicated and I think as
a whole they a re professsional in their dealings and in their improving themselves and I'm really proud of teachers today.
Mrs. Hickel - Do you feel that we should do something about the salary?
mention a little bit about how the salary increased?

Could you

Miss Yarbrough - Well we had this big increase of $1000.00 a year in W.Va. we had
hoped at this present time for an increase in, uh, salaries for W.Va., whether
we come forth with that in this legislature, we do not know, we are hopeful,
but we have come up, certainly, from way down there to at least a respectable
place in salaries among the nation, but we have, uh, I might add a far piece

Miss Yarbrough - to go and certainly teachers deserve good salaries and I think we'll
have better teachers, when men particularly, with families don't have to go
out and moonlight and earn a second salary. So, uh, if uh, salaries have improved as I stated at the beginning from $110.00 a month, where I received
$880.00 for the year, whole, of course there are lots of people who get $880.00
for one month's work and more, so you see we have made great strides from 1931
through 1973.
Mrs. Hickel - Alright, what were some of the requirements when you first started
teaching for a teaching degree?
Miss Yarbrough - In thinking over that question I, uh, the qualifications were perhaps not as rigid as they are today, because really and truly the teachers
have as we have said before, have got ten additional hours and uh, where in that
time there were not as many masters degrees as we have today, you certainly
have to have to teach in the high school in 1931 and on up through the years,
you have to at least have your four years, your A.B. degree, now in the elementary, I do know that in some areas not in Cabell county, that we would not have
emergency certificates in Cabell county, but in some counties they did have
emergency certificates, they used to have quite sometime ago, a certificate
they called the standard normal, which was two years of college, and I remember
as a student at Marshall University which was then Marshall College, we would
have our own campus what we called Spring Commers they would come in from
having finished in April and the rural districts particularly and, uh, start in
the spring term to earn their, uh, toward, their hours toward the.ir degree.
We haven't any such, such thing, I don't think any more as standard normal,
and uh, really a teacher must, uh have at least his A.B. degree. Now one
thing that, I think, has improved so vastly and I did not practice teaching in
1931, I did one hour a day with Miss Kuletta at Huntington high school, now
of course teachers spend the day, they certainly are more equipped to go into
a j'ob because they help keep the attendance record, they make out, help make
out the monthly report, they help make out grades, they teach all day, they
can see that, that they don't have just one class, maybe they have 5 or 6
classes, so we've made great strides and I believe now they call them associate
teachers, instead of student teachers.
Mrs. Hickel - Uh, were teachers required to renew certificates during the forties?
Miss Yarbrough - Oh yes, they have to renew. Now in teachers college uh, you have
to renew your certificate every five years until you have renewed it 3 times,
nad uh, after the third time every five years for 3 times you receive your
life certificate, now if you receive your masters in the meantime then that you
did not have to go back and ren ew any, you r ece ived your masters you receiv ed
your life certificate.
Mrs. Hickel - Is this similar to what it is today?
Miss Yarbrough - Oh, I think so, I think so yes, now when I started teaching, uh,
there were teachers· who, graduates who graduated from the college of Arts &
Sciences, and if Im not mistaken they could teach but did have to go back every
year to take additional work and I think, of course, many of them, this event
on over to teachers college because in teachers college you have to have so many
hours of education, twenty hours, I think, I actually don't know how many hours
of education a teacher in teachers college has to have, Do you?
Mrs. Hickel - Well we take a 218 which is 3 hours and, then we g o ~ from that to
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Mrs. Hickel - 319 which is 3 hours, and then we have our block which is 8 and 3,
your student teaching and also a class to go along with it, that's eleven,
that would be seventeen, I would say about twenty hours, [About the same,
then its about the same, yes]. You know, it's really been enjoyable talking
to you and I've learned quite a few things that I have not known about and
I'm sure whoever listens to this tape will be interested in, but there's one
last question that I would like to ask you. In your early days of teaching
which educator's philosophy did you base your teaching on.
Miss Yarbrough - Miss Hickel, I might say, that, uh, my philosophy would have to
be ecliped, you know right now, I can only think of one, uh, one educator and
that was Dewey in those days, but I will say this and I think maybe that this
is, you look back and you think of the people who did influence your teaching,
certainly Elizabeth Kulletta influenced mine. In my mind, she was, she was
a, retired now master teacher. She made her students think, she made me think,
and I really, she left me with an inspiration that was just wonderful. Miss
Mae Newman was principle of Huntington High school, uh, for the 8 years of the
12 that I was there she was an inspiration to all of us and it was truly
through her influence also that I developed the philosophy of education that
I have, so I think the, uh, we teachers must be careful because we do not
know just how much we are influencing other teachers and maybe we don't ever
know that we've influenced, I doubt if Miss Kuletta and Miss Newman knew how
much they influenced me, but I must say this, I think because I, I was [inarticulate] a great deal in my philosophy and my teaching I received from these two
members.
Mrs. Hickel - Well thank you Miss Yarbrough. On behalf of the history dept of Marshall
University, and myself, I wish to thank you for giving us, a part of your
valuable time.
Miss Yarbrough - I thank you Miss Hickel, and I uh, of course, they say to me that
I have a W.Va. draw, so I hope I haven't drawn this out to much. Ha, ha.
Mrs. Hickel - Thank you very much. This has been an oral history report dealing
with Education during the Past 42 Years. The interviewer is Mrs. Debra Hickel,
the interviewee Miss Boyce Yarbrough, counselor at Huntington high school.
The date is April 18, 1973.

